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Indian Institute of Technology Hyderabad

Driving Innovation for a Better World: Vishwakarma Awards 2024

Highlights:
e iTIC Incubator at 11T Hyderabad is hosting the Vishwakarma Awards 2024 in association with Maker

Bhavan Foundation.

o The theme for this year’s finale is Water & Sanitation, Green Technology, and Smart Mobility.

e The Grand Finale will be held on 21% and 22" December at the 11TH Convention Center.

o Esteemed Chief Guests for the event are Mr. Amit Chandra, Chairperson of Bain Capital’s India office,
and Mr. Ajai Chowdhry, founding member of HCL.

Hyderabad, Dec 14, 2024: iTIC Incubator at Indian Institute of Technology Hyderabad (1ITH) and Maker
Bhavan Foundation (MBF) are hosting the Vishwakarma Awards 2024 to recognize and support student
innovators across India. Focused on Water & Sanitation, Green Technology, and Smart Mobility, the awards
encourage young minds to develop solutions that address real-world challenges and make a meaningful impact
on society.

This year, MBF chose IITH for its strong innovation ecosystem and commitment to nurturing talent. The
awards aim to inspire students to turn their ideas into impactful innovations, fostering a culture of creativity
and problem-solving to address India's pressing needs.

A special bootcamp is being held from 8" to 20" December to help finalists refine their ideas through
workshops on 3D modeling, design thinking, and prototype building. This hands-on approach ensures students
gain the skills and confidence needed to transform their concepts into real solutions. The event will culminate
in a grand finale on 21t and 22" December, with Mr. Amit Chandra, Chairperson of Bain Capital’s India
office, and Mr Ajai Chowdhry, Founding member of HCL, as the esteemed Chief Guests.

Speaking about the Vishwakarma Awards 2024, Prof. B.S. Murty, Director of IITH, shared, “At IITH, we
are committed to fostering innovation that not only addresses global challenges but also empowers the next
generation of innovators. The Vishwakarma Awards align with our vision of Inventing and Innovating in
Technology for Humanity (IITH), and we are proud to support young talent in their quest to create impactful
solutions. It’s inspiring to see how these brilliant minds are shaping the future, and we are excited to be part
of their journey towards a sustainable tomorrow."

Prof. C. Malla Reddy, Dean (Innovation, Translation & Startups), highlighted the significance of the
Vishwakarma Awards, stating, “The current regular curriculum in the HEIs in the country exposes students
to both theoretical and experimental aspects, but little emphasis is given in most places to exposing students
to the innovation ecosystem. The Vishwakarma Awards provide students with a great opportunity to channelize
their energies and learn the skills required to solve real-life problems. I thank the MBF for choosing IITH as
the venue for these awards this year.”

The Vishwakarma Awards 2024 Grand Finale is scheduled for December 21 and 22", 2024, at the IITH
campus. The event is free to attend with prior registration on https://allevents.in/hyderabad/vishwakarma-
awards-2024/80003847521868?ref=smdl|

This is a fantastic opportunity to experience sustainable innovations, connect with innovators, entrepreneurs,
industry leaders, and investors, and be part of the vibrant startup ecosystem.
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About iTIC Incubator: iTIC is a Technology Business Incubator at 1ITH, supported by the Department of
Science and Technology (DST), Government of India. Our focus areas include deep tech sectors such as
Healthcare, AI/ML, Quantum Computing, AR/VR, Cybersecurity, Robotics, 10T, Industry 4.0, Blockchain,
Electronics, Advanced Materials, Drones, and Biotechnology. Since our inception in 2015, iTIC has supported
192 startups, providing more than INR 10 crores in direct funding, generating INR 1,250 crores in revenue,
and creating over 1,100 jobs.

About Maker Bhavan Foundation (MBF) formed in 2019 as a US 501(c) 3 public charity with a vision of
modernising STEM education in Indian science and engineering colleges by promoting a culture of making
and active learning and nurturing talented makers — students and faculty. This helps students to learn to build
realistic engineering projects that solve real-world problems, develop an inventive mindset, and acquire
essential soft skills and habits of lifelong learning. MBF works with various institutes in India, its faculty, and
students, to make education more relevant and responsive to the real-life needs of people and society.

About 11T Hyderabad:

IITH, established in 2008, as one of the second Generation IITs, has reached a respectable position in both
academics, research, technology development and startups in the short span of 16 years. In the recent Indian
National Ranking (NIRF-2024), IITH is placed at 3rd in Innovation and 8th among Engineering institutes in
India.

It has 320+ full-time faculty, 5,300+ students (PG + PhD students accounting for about 60%). The institute
has a strong research focus with INR 1300+ Cr of R&D funding, 11,000+ publications, 420+ Patents, and
about 260+ startups (that have generated 1100+ jobs and a revenue of INR 1500+ Cr). Follow us on Instagram,
LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook, Koo, and YouTube for the latest updates.

To know more, please visit https://www.iith.ac.in/

You can view all press releases/ notes from IIT Hyderabad at: https://pr.iith.ac.in/press-release
Please direct all media queries to |
Cell: 8331036099 | Email: pro@iith.ac.in
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