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India's Space Hero Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla
Inspires Students at II'T Hyderabad

From Orbit to Opportunity: Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla Inspires IIT
Hyderabad Students to Build India's Space Future

Highlights

o Axiom-4 Astronaut Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla interacted with students under IIT
Hyderabad's Extra Mural Lectures (EML) series

e Shared India's ambitious human spaceflight vision and urged students to contribute to the
nation's journey towards the Bharatiya Antariksh Station and future Moon missions

e * Encouraged students to take responsibility for shaping India's future in space through
innovation, research and emerging technologies

Hyderabad, July 13, 2026: Students at the Indian Institute of Technology Hyderabad (IITH) had
the unique opportunity to interact with Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla, one of India's
leading Astronauts and a member of the historic Axiom-4 mission, during a special session
organised under the institute's Extra Mural Lectures (EML) initiative.

Addressing a packed auditorium of students, faculty and researchers, Group Captain Shubhanshu
Shukla shared India's ambitious vision for human space exploration, including plans to establish the
Bharatiya Antariksh Station and land an Indian astronaut on the Moon by 2040. Highlighting that
these milestones would require a new generation of engineers, scientists and innovators, he
encouraged students to embrace interdisciplinary learning, curiosity and perseverance while
preparing themselves to contribute to India's rapidly evolving space ecosystem.

Emphasising that India's growing space ambitions demand specialised skills and a strong research
ecosystem, Group Captain Shukla urged students to view themselves not merely as participants but
as the future leaders of the nation's space programme. He highlighted the importance of continuous
learning, innovation and developing expertise in emerging fields such as space engineering to help
realise India's long-term space aspirations.

Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla said: "India is entering one of the most exciting
phases of its journey in space. Our ambitions of building the Bharatiya Antariksh Station and
sending an Indian to the Moon will become reality only when today's students choose to
build that future. Don't think of it as an opportunity to be part of India's space
programme—think of it as your responsibility to make it happen. The sky was never the
limit—not for me, not for you, and not for Bharat."

Welcoming the distinguished astronaut, Prof. B S Murty, Director, IIT Hyderabad, said: "We are
privileged to host Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla at I[IT Hyderabad. His inspiring journey, from
the cockpit of the Indian Air Force to representing India in human spaceflight, reflects courage,
discipline, scientific excellence and the spirit of exploration. Such interactions enable our students
to learn beyond classrooms and inspire them to dream bigger, innovate fearlessly, and contribute to
India's technological and scientific advancement."
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The session concluded with an engaging interaction during which students posed questions on
India's future human spaceflight programme, astronaut selection, life in microgravity, emerging
space technologies and career opportunities in the country's expanding space sector. Group Captain
Shukla also shared breathtaking visuals of India captured from orbit, offering students a unique
perspective of the nation from space and reinforcing the spirit of exploration that continues to
inspire generations of Indians.

The event was organised under Extra Mural Lectures (EML), IIT Hyderabad's flagship initiative
that brings eminent personalities from diverse fields—including science, technology, public
service, entrepreneurship, sports, arts and humanities—to share their life experiences and inspire
students beyond conventional classroom education. Through these interactions, EML seeks to
nurture leadership, ethics, perseverance and a broader perspective among future innovators.

The lecture witnessed enthusiastic participation from students, faculty members and researchers,
reinforcing IIT Hyderabad's commitment to creating opportunities where young minds can interact
with individuals whose journeys exemplify excellence, service and innovation.

About IITH:

IITH, established in 2008, has reached a respectable position in academics, research, technology
development, and Start-ups in a short span of 17+ years. In the National Institutional Ranking
Framework (NIRF-2025), IITH is ranked 7™ among Engineering institutes (crossing a
first-generation IIT this year), and is ranked 6" in Innovation, while it has maintained its rank
within the top 10 Engineering Institutes ever since NIRF was launched. IITH is ranked 588" in the
QS World University Rankings 2027 and 270th in the QS Asian University Rankings 2026 (123rd
globally in citations per faculty). IITH has recorded a major leap in the QS World University
Rankings by Subject 2026, entering the global Top 400 in Engineering & Technology with a rank
of 395, marking a sharp improvement from the 501-550 band in 2025. IITH secured 46 positions
by 31 faculties in the Stanford /Elsevier Global Top 2% Scientists list 2025 across two categories.
IITH has been striving for excellence with a motto of "Inventing & Innovating in Technology for
Humanity (II'TH)".

With 345+ full-time Faculty, 350+ non-teaching Staff and 5,660+ Students (PG+PhD students
accounting for about 60%), IITH has a strong research focus with 5730+ R&D Projects worth of
Rs. 1824+ Cr (Rs. 245+ Cr funding in 2025-26), 13,740+ Publications, 2,76,400+ Citations, 163
h-index, 778 Patents (250 Patents in 2025, i.e., 0.75 patents per faculty in 2025, making it possibly
the best Indian institute in terms of patents filed per faculty in a year), and about 300 Start-ups (that
have generated 1100+ jobs with a revenue of Rs. 1500+ Cr).

The thrust areas of research at IITH are: Next-Generation Telecommunications, Autonomous
Navigation, Robotics & Intelligent systems, Semiconductors & Devices, Additive Manufacturing,
Advanced Materials & Critical Minerals, Materials characterisation, Catalysis, Healthcare, Energy,
Sustainability, Climate Change, Smart Mobility, EV technology, Quantum technologies,
Computational Engineering, Design, AR/VR, Waste management, and Rural development.

Follow us on Instagram, LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook, and YouTube for the latest updates. To know
more, please visit https:./www.iith.ac.in/ || You can view all press releases/notes from IIT

Hyderabad at: https://pr.iith.ac.in/press-release || Cell: 8331036099 | Email: pro@iith.ac.in
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