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Indian Institute of Technology Hyderabad

IIT Hyderabad Inaugurates ‘Skill Development Centre’ to Empower and Upskill Rural
Communities

Highlights:

e Joint initiative by 11T Hyderabad, Next Bharat Ventures, and Deshpande Foundation to
create a national model for innovation-driven skilling.

e New Skill Development Centre to empower rural and Semi-urban youth through enhanced
education, industry-ready skills and entrepreneurial capabilities.

Hyderabad, 31 October 2025 — The Rural Development Centre (RDC) at the Indian Institute of
Technology Hyderabad (I11TH) inaugurated the ‘Skill Development Centre’ aimed at equipping
rural and semi-urban youth with employable technical skills and entrepreneurial abilities, while also
enhancing educational opportunities for children and degree students in these areas. The new skilling
centre has been named the NBV Skilling Centre. The Centre will serve as a hub for holistic skill
development, encompassing both soft and technical skills. It plans to offer programs that instill
confidence and improve communication abilities, while also focusing on innovation-driven
skilling, providing hands-on learning opportunities and exposure to industry-relevant technologies,
thereby enabling inclusive growth in rural and semi-urban India.

This initiative is established under the Next Bharat Skilling Foundation (NBSF) — a joint
collaboration between IIT Hyderabad’s Rural Development Centre (RDC), Next Bharat
Ventures (an initiative of Suzuki Motor Corporation), and the Deshpande Foundation.

Speaking on the occasion, Prof. B. S. Murty, Director, 1T Hyderabad, said: “IITH started the
Rural Development Centre in 2020 with the vision to support rural development through innovative
technologies. The new Skill Development Centre takes this vision forward — empowering India’s
youth through education, innovation, and real-world skill building.”

Adding to this, Dr. Satish Regonda, Chairperson of the RDC, mentioned that the new centre greatly
strengthens RDC’s ongoing efforts across its three core themes, Education, Environment, and
Entrepreneurship, making rural regions an opportunity for innovation, empowerment, and
transformation.

Next Bharat Skilling Foundation: Building a Nation of Skilled Innovators

The Next Bharat Skilling Foundation, incorporated as a Section 8 not-for-profit entity, seeks to
create a national model for skilling that integrates education, employability, and entrepreneurship.
The Foundation’s flagship programs — SkillPlus (for rural graduates), Skill in Village (SiV) (for
school students), and Technical Skilling for MSMEs — aim to train over 50,000 youth and impact
more than 50,000 school students by 2035.

The initiative is supported by Next Bharat Ventures, a Suzuki-backed platform that nurtures early-
stage entrepreneurs working on solutions for “Next Bharat,” and implemented by the Deshpande
Foundation, a leading social innovation organization known for its large-scale livelihood and skilling
programs across India.

Dr. Gururaj “Desh” Deshpande, Founder, Deshpande Foundation, noted that collaborative
initiatives like this can “bridge the gap between talent and opportunity, enabling youth from every
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corner of the country to participate in India’s growth story.”

Mr. Kinji Saito, Director, Next Bharat Ventures and Councilor, Global Marketing, Suzuki Motor
Corporation shared, “This partnership with IIT Hyderabad reflects our vision to empower India’s
youth with practical skills and opportunities that drive inclusive growth.”

Mr. Ranga Rao Nutakki, Chairman, Sai Deepa Rock Drills Pvt. Ltd; In his inaugural address,
emphasized the need for a skilled talent pool to boost MSME sector productivity. He appreciated
IIT Hyderabad’s efforts to empower learners at the grassroots level and expressed his willingness
to support this mission in every possible way.

The inauguration was also graced by Mr. Kurachi Nobunari, Division Manager, Advanced
Technology Development, Suzuki Motor Corporation; Mr. Vipul Nath Jindal, MD & CEO, Next
Bharat Ventures; Mr. Rajabali Mangalgi, Program Director, Deshpande Skilling, P. N. Nayak,
Chief Executive Officer, Deshpande Skilling, Mr. Phanindar Sama, Deshpande Skilling, and Prof.
C Malla Reddy, Dean (Innovation, Translation & Startups), Prof. Mahendrakumar Madhavan,
Dean (Alumni and Corporate Relations).

With the launch of this Centre, 1IT Hyderabad reinforces its mission of “Inventing and Innovating
in Technology for Humanity”, building sustainable bridges between academia, industry, and rural
communities.

About 11T Hyderabad:

I1TH, established in 2008, has reached a respectable position in Academics, Research, Technology
development and Startups in a short span of 17 years. In the National Institutional Ranking
Framework (NIRF), IITH advances its position to 7" among Engineering institutes, crossing for the
first time one of the first generation I1Ts, and is at 6™ rank in Innovation, while it has maintained its
rank within the top 10 Engineering Institutes ever since NIRF was launched. IITH has been striving
for excellence with a motto of "Inventing & Innovating in Technology for Humanity (I1'TH)".

With 330+ full-time Faculty and 5,750+ Students (PG+PhD students accounting for about 60%), I1'TH
has a strong research focus with 5100+ Projects worth of Rs. 1600+ Cr of R&D funding (Rs. 335+
Cr funding in 2024-25, i.e. Rs. 1+ Cr per faculty), 12,440+ Publications, 2,33,000+ Citations, 600+
Patents (210+ Patents in 2024), and about 330+ Startups (that have generated 1100+ jobs with a
revenue of Rs. 1500+ Cr).

About Deshpande Foundation:

Deshpande Foundation, founded by Jaishree and Dr. Gururaj ‘Desh’ Deshpande in 2007, is a
leading non-profit driving innovation, entrepreneurship, and social impact through its Hubballi
Sandbox in India. With a strong focus on skilling and employability, the Foundation builds scalable
models connecting education, industry, and communities. In partnership with 11T Hyderabad and
Next Bharat Ventures, it brings hands-on expertise to empower youth and foster innovation-led
growth.

About Next Bharat Ventures:

"Next Bharat Ventures is a platform dedicated to empowering entrepreneurs who solve socio-
economic challenges in India's rural and informal economy. Through its Residency Program, Next
Bharat has supported 26 social impact startups to date, impacting more than 146,000 lives and
building strong bridges between India and Japan."

Follow us on Instagram, LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook, and YouTube for the latest updates.
To know more, please visit https://www.iith.ac.in/ || You can view all press releases/notes from
II'T Hyderabad at: https://pr.iith.ac.in/press-release || Please direct all media queries to
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Relations Officer, II'T Hyderabad | Cell: 8331036099 | Email: pro@iith.ac.in
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