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India’s First Information Age Museum (IAM) launches IGNITE at IIT
Hyderabad to Inspire Future Innovators

Highlights

e [andmark initiative of FORTESS jointly with IIT Hyderabad to showcase the technologies,
ideas and innovators shaping the Information Age

e Interactive museum to showcase the journey from the Industrial Age to the Information Age

Designed to inspire school students, young innovators, entrepreneurs and technology enthusiasts

e Museum to feature immersive exhibits on Al, Computing, Robotics, Advanced Manufacturing,
Startups and future technologies

Hyderabad, June 29, 2026: In a first-of-its-kind initiative aimed at inspiring the next generation of
innovators, the Indian Institute of Technology Hyderabad (IITH), in partnership with FORTESS
(Forum of Erstwhile TCS Leaders and leading IT Advisors), launched TAM IGNITE
(Information Age Museum — IGNITE) at the I[ITH campus. The groundbreaking ceremony marks
the beginning of a unique national museum initiative dedicated to showcasing the ideas,
technologies, innovators and breakthroughs that have transformed the world during the Information
Age.

The museum, coming up at IITH, is envisioned as an immersive and interactive destination where
visitors can explore the evolution of technology—from the Industrial Revolution to today's era of
Artificial Intelligence, Digital transformation, Robotics, Advanced Manufacturing and
Entrepreneurship. Designed for students, educators, researchers, entrepreneurs and the general
public, IAM IGNITE seeks to make complex technologies accessible, engaging and inspiring.

The initiative aligns with growing efforts of IITH to open its doors to young learners and school
students through programmes such as campus visits, innovation outreach activities and technology
demonstrations. The museum is expected to become a key attraction for students visiting the
campus, helping them understand how scientific discoveries and engineering innovations shape
everyday life and create opportunities for the future.

Unlike conventional museums that focus on preserving the past, IAM IGNITE will focus on the
future. Through interactive exhibits, digital experiences, simulations, storytelling and hands-on
engagement, visitors will experience the technologies that are driving the next wave of human
progress. The museum will feature themes including Computing and Communication technologies,
Artificial Intelligence, Robotics and Automation, Advanced Manufacturing, Industry 4.0, Space
and Aerospace technologies, Startup ecosystems, Digital transformation, and India's contributions
to Science, Technology and Nation-building.

The museum will also highlight the remarkable transformation brought about by the Information
Age, including the rise of the digital economy, India's software revolution, technological
entrepreneurship and future innovations that are expected to shape the coming decades.

Speaking on the occasion, Prof. B S Murty, Director, IIT Hyderabad, said:

“The Information Age has transformed every aspect of human life and continues to redefine how we
learn, work, communicate, and innovate. IAM IGNITE will be a platform where technology,
knowledge, and inspiration come together. We envision it as a space where students, researchers,
and visitors can experience the remarkable journey of innovation, understand the technologies
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shaping our future, and be inspired to become creators of the next generation of solutions. As IITH
increasingly engages with school students and young innovators through campus visits and
outreach programmes, this museum will serve as a gateway to spark curiosity, encourage
exploration, and nurture future scientists, engineers, entrepreneurs, and changemakers and thereby
strengthen scientific temper among children, particularly.”

Mr. S. Mahalingam, Vice President, FORTESS (Forum of Erstwhile TCS Leaders and leading IT
Advisors), said: "IAM IGNITE is more than a museum, it is a catalyst for curiosity, innovation, and
aspiration. By bringing together stories of technological advancement, pioneering research,
entrepreneurial success, and future possibilities, the museum will inspire visitors to become active
participants in shaping the next chapter of the Information Age. We believe this initiative can
evolve into a national platform for innovation awareness and future-ready thinking, particularly for
young minds who will define India's technological future."”

Mr. Birad Yajnik of Visual Quest, the curator of IAM, said that real change begins at the
grassroots—where technologies of the Information Age become the transformative force that uplifts
every village in Bharat.

The museum is expected to open to visitors by December 2026 and will become part of a broader
national network of Information Age Museums planned across India. By bringing together
academia, industry, government and society, the initiative aims to create a vibrant platform for
innovation awareness, technology education and future-ready thinking.

About IAM

IAM (Information Age Museum) is conceptualized as a national network of several connected
phygital museums located in premier institutions reaching out to thousands of visitors across India.
Multiple IAM IGNITEs aim to become a landmark destination for learning, inspiration, and
discovery. These museums will combine the rigor of science with the power of storytelling to create
memorable experiences that encourage curiosity, creativity, and innovation.

By connecting academia, industry, government, and society, IAM seeks to inspire future
generations of scientists, engineers, entrepreneurs, researchers, and changemakers while
highlighting India's growing role in the global innovation landscape.

About FORTESS

FORTESS is a not-for-profit organization of Erstwhile TCS Leaders and leading IT Advisors, who
have come together towards societal development. The organization focuses on promoting
technology, innovation, manufacturing excellence, future skills, education, and social impact
through collaborations with academia, industry, government, and research institutions. By
leveraging the collective experience of seasoned professionals, FORTESS works to inspire
innovation, support knowledge-sharing initiatives, and create platforms that help nurture the next
generation of technologists, entrepreneurs, and changemakers.

About IIT Hyderabad:
IITH, established in 2008, has reached a respectable position in academics, research, technology

development, and Start-ups in a short span of 17+ years. In the National Institutional Ranking
Framework (NIRF-2025), IITH is ranked 7™ among Engineering institutes (crossing a
first-generation IIT this year), and is ranked 6™ in Innovation, while it has maintained its rank
within the top 10 Engineering Institutes ever since NIRF was launched. IITH is ranked 588" in the
QS World University Ranking 2027 and 270" in QS Asian University Rankings 2026 (123™ global
ranking in citations per faculty). IITH has recorded a major leap in the QS World University
Rankings 2026 by Subject, entering the global Top 400 in Engineering & Technology with a rank

Page 2 of 6



of 395, marking a sharp improvement from the 501-550 band in 2025. IITH secured 46 positions
by 31 faculties in the Stanford /Elsevier Global Top 2% Scientists list 2025 across two categories.
IITH has been striving for excellence with a motto of "Inventing & Innovating in Technology for
Humanity (IITH)".

With 345+ full-time Faculty, 355+ non-teaching Staff and 5,720+ Students (PG+PhD students
accounting for about 60%), IITH has a strong research focus with 5640+ R&D Projects worth of
Rs. 1800+ Cr (Rs. 245+ Cr funding in 2025-26), 13,750+ Publications, 2,76,400+ Citations, 163
h-index, 755 Patents (250 Patents in 2025, i.e., 0.75 patents per faculty in 2025, making it possibly
the best Indian institute in terms of patents filed per faculty in a year), and about 300 Start-ups (that
have generated 1100+ jobs with a revenue of Rs. 1500+ Cr).

The thrust areas of research at IITH are: next-generation telecommunications, autonomous
navigation, robotics & intelligent systems, semiconductors & devices, additive manufacturing,
advanced materials & critical minerals, healthcare, energy, materials characterization, sustainability,
climate change, smart mobility, EV technology, catalysis, quantum technologies, Al embedded
computational engineering, design, AR/VR, waste management, and rural development.

Follow us on Instagram, LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook, and YouTube for the latest updates. To know
more, please visit https:/www.iith.ac.in/ || You can view all press releases/notes from IIT
Hyderabad at: https://pr.iith.ac.in/press-release || Cell: 8331036099 | Email: pro@iith.ac.in
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Follow us on Instagram, LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook, and YouTube for the latest updates. To know
more, please visit Atps:/www.iith.ac.in/ || You can view all press releases/notes from IIT

Hyderabad at: https://pr.iith.ac.in/press-release || Cell: 8331036099 | Email: pro@iith.ac.in
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