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Indian Institute of Technology Hyderabad

Media Release

Australian and Indian experts to establish a Roadmap for
Critical Minerals Research

11T Hyderabad is light house of innovation and crucible of collaboration :
Shri. Batti Vikramarka Mallu, Deputy Chief Minister of Telangana

Highlights:

e |IT Hyderabad hosting the Australia-India Critical Minerals Research Hub (AICMRH) two-day
workshop on January 3-4, 2025, in collaboration with Monash University.

e Chief Guest: Shri. Batti Vikramarka Mallu, Deputy Chief Minister of Telangana.

e Guests of Honour: Ms Hilary McGeachy (Consul General, Australian Consulate-General,
Bengaluru), H E Shri Gopal Baglay, High Commissioner of India to Australia, Shri Dinesh Muhar
(Joint Secretary, Ministry of Mines, Government of India), and Shri N Balram, IRS (CMD, The
Singareni Collieries Company Limited, Telangana).

e Key Event: MoU signing between IIT Hyderabad and The Singareni Collieries Company Limited
for sustainable mining research and innovation.

e Focus Areas: Sustainable mineral exploration, extraction, and recycling, enhancing India-
Australia collaboration in Critical Minerals.

Hyderabad, 3" January 2025: IIT Hyderabad (11TH) is proud to host the Australia-India Critical
Minerals Research Hub (AICMRH) two-day workshop on January 3-4, 2025. Co-organized by
Monash University, the event seeks to advance research and innovation in Critical Minerals, focusing
on sustainable methodologies for mineral exploration, extraction, and recycling. Researchers,
Academicians, and Industry leaders from across India and Australia have been participating in this
program.

Prof BS Murty, Director, IITH and Prof Mohan Yellishetty, Monash University, Australia & Co-
Founder of Critical Minerals Consortium and AICMRH, are the Conveners of the Workshop along
with Prof M Narasimha, Department of Chemical Engineering and Dr Ashok Kamaraj, Department
of Materials Science and Metallurgical Engineering, IITH as the Co-Conveners.

Shri Batti Vikramarka Mallu, Deputy Chief Minister of Telangana, graced the occasion as the Chief
Guest on 3™ January, 2025. Distinguished guests of honour include Ms Hilary McGeachy, Consul
General, Australian Consulate-General, Bengaluru; Shri Dinesh Muhar, Joint Secretary, Ministry of
Mines, Government of India; and Shri N Balram, IRS, CMD, The Singareni Collieries Company
Limited, Telangana

The two days program featured plenary talks by world-leading experts, along with keynote and
invited talks on day one. Guest speakers will talk on day two, followed by workshops to build on the
ideas discussed, aiming to create a roadmap for research priorities between Australia and India.

Shri. Batti Vikramarka Mallu, Deputy Chief Minister of Telangana, stated, "It is a privilege to
be part of the Australia-India Critical Minerals Workshop hosted by T Hyderabad. 1T Hyderabad
IS not just a campus, it’s a factory of dreams, light house of innovation and crucible of collaboration.
IIT Hyderabad stands as a beacon of progress, reflecting the vision of leaders like Late Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, Honorable Former Prime Minister of India and Late Dr YS Rajasekhar Reddy,
Honorable Former Chief Minister of United Andhra Pradesh who believed in the transformative
power of Education and Technology. IITs are more than educational institutions — they are platforms
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for nation-building. IIT Hyderabad stands as a testament to this spirit with over 11,500 research
publications and Z1500 crore in startup revenue, driving innovation and progress.

Critical minerals are the building blocks of green energy and sustainable development, playing a key
role in achieving ambitious goals for renewable energy, battery storage, and green hydrogen.
Telangana remains committed to fostering innovation, clean energy, and sustainable practices. This
workshop is a testament to the power of collaboration between industry, academia, and communities,
ensuring progress not just for Telangana or India, but for the whole world.

The Telangana government is dedicated to sustainable mining, green energy, and innovation. With a
target of producing 20,000 MW of green energy by 2030 and advancing green hydrogen technology,
we are committed to leading the way in sustainable technology and scientific progress.

Let us continue to work together to drive innovation, build resilient supply chains, and create a
sustainable future.”

Ms Hilary McGeachy, Consul General, Australian Consulate-General, Bengaluru, remarked,
"Critical minerals is a key area of Australia - India collaboration. Today s research symposium at
IIT Hyderabad with Monash University, Australia graced by DCM Bhatti Mallu involves some of the
brightest minds & cutting edge research in both countries, with industry applications. These
initiatives drive commercial links, sustainable practices and supply chain diversification in support
of the transition to clean energy"

H E Shri Gopal Baglay, High Commissioner of India to Australia stated " This event reflects the
shared commitment of both nations to advance research, foster innovation, and drive sustainable
solutions. By bringing together scholars, industries, and entrepreneurs, we are strengthening
partnerships that will not only benefit our respective countries but also contribute to global clean
energy goals”

Shri  Dinesh Mahur, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Mines, Government of India,
expressed “Collaboration between industry and academia is vital to develop in-country processing
and recycling capabilities, reducing dependence on external sources. By strengthening our supply
chain, we can achieve self-sufficiency and drive sustainable growth."

Prof B S Murty, Director of 11T Hyderabad, expressed, "This workshop is a crucial milestone in
strengthening collaboration between India and Australia in critical mineral research. Our focus on
sustainability will drive future industrial advancements. The MoU with The Singareni Collieries
Company Limited is a testament to our commitment to fostering industry-academia partnerships that
contribute to sustainable resource management and technological growth."

Prof Mohan Yellishetty of Monash University, Australia delivered vote of thanks and said,
"Collaborating across borders brings unique strengths to the table. Our joint efforts will lead to
innovative solutions for mineral exploration and recycling, promoting environmentally conscious
practices."

MoU Signing: A key highlight of the workshop is the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) between IIT Hyderabad and The Singareni Collieries Company Limited. This collaboration
aims to drive joint research initiatives focused on sustainable mining practices, resource efficiency,
and innovation in Critical Minerals. The MoU underscores a shared vision to promote responsible
mining and enhance technological advancements in mineral exploration and recycling. Shri N
Balram, IRS, CMD of The Singareni Collieries Company Limited, stated, Partnering with II'TH opens
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new avenues for innovation and development in mining practices. Together, we aim to set new
benchmarks in sustainability and resource efficiency.

About the Australia-India Critical Minerals Research Hub (AICMRH):

The Australia-India Critical Minerals Research Hub (AICMRH) was established through an MoU
between 1IT Hyderabad and Monash University, witnessed by Hon’ble Shri Dharmendra Pradhan,
Minister of Education, India, and Hon’ble Jason Clare MP, Minister for Education, Australia. The
Hub is dedicated to addressing global challenges in critical minerals research and promoting
sustainable mining innovations. The Ministry of Education has approved $1.1 million as the first
instalment in a $5 million funding plan under the SPARC Scheme to support AICMRH’s activities,
including HDR scholarships, research fellowships, and collaborative visits for Australian scholars to
India.

The AICMRH is an alignment with India's National Education Policy (NEP-2020) and the Australian
Researcher Cooperation Hub (ARCH-India) of the Australian Government Department of Education
on promoting research collaborations. The AICMRH aims to develop pioneering technologies for a
competitive and environmentally sustainable future, playing a vital role in supporting the objectives
outlined in India's NEP-2020 and the G20 New Delhi Leaders' Declaration. There are plans to expand
into the Indo-Pacific region by including researchers from other countries in the region.

AICMRH aims to unite leading academicians, researchers, and industry leaders from Australia and
India to collaborate on joint projects focused on the exploration, extraction, processing, and recycling
of critical minerals. By harnessing the collective expertise of professionals from academia, research,
and industry, the Hub will drive transformative advancements in the Critical Minerals sector,
fostering international collaboration, innovation, and knowledge exchange.

For more details, visit: https://che.iith.ac.infaicmrh-2025/index.html

About 11T Hyderabad: 1ITH, established in 2008, as one of the second Generation I1Ts, has reached
a respectable position in both academics, research, technology development and startups in the short
span of 16 years. In the recent Indian National Ranking (NIRF-2024), IITH is placed at 3rd in
Innovation and 8th among Engineering institutes in India.

It has 325+ full-time faculty, 5,300+ students (PG + PhD students accounting for about 60%). The
institute has a strong research focus with Rs. 1370+ Cr of R&D funding, 11,500+ publications, 420+
Patents (210+ patents in 2024), and about 260+ startups (that have generated 1100+ jobs and a
revenue of Rs. 1500+ Cr). Follow us on Instagram, LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook, and YouTube for
the latest updates.

To know more, please visit https://www.iith.ac.in/

You can view all press releases/ notes from 11T Hyderabad at: https://pr.iith.ac.in/press-
release
Please direct all media queries to |
Cell: 8331036099 | Email: pro@iith.ac.in
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